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Green-shadowed people sit, or walk in rings,
Their children finger the awakened grass,
Calmly a cloud stands, calmly a bird sings
And, flashing like a dangled-looking glass,

Sun lights that ball and bounce, the dogs that bark
 

Welcome to the March 2025 issue of The Philip Larkin Society
newsletter. It is spring! This issue contains the usual Tiny In All
That Air news, a merchandise update, an announcement of a new
trustee, and much more.

In other news, we are offering members who join the Larkin
Society between April 1st and June 30th two 2024-25 issues of our
fabulous journal About Larkin, and an extension of your
membership until July 2026! Plus, joiners will also receive a free
download of our Special Anniversary issue with two hundred pages
of articles. Click here to access our membership page. 

One last thing – save the date! The 2025 PLS AGM will take place
at the Hull History Centre on Saturday June 7th. Further details
will be sent out to members nearer the date.

One last, last thing. I would like to thank my fellow trustees for all
they do for The Philip Larkin Society, and for their contributions to
this newsletter. 

Daniel Vince
E-newsletter editor, The Philip Larkin Society

Meet Jon Baines, our newest trustee

After a postgraduate thesis on Larkin more than thirty years ago
(the memory of which still causes him nightmares), Jon turned
away from thoughts of a life in academia, but never lost his interest
in literature. He currently works at a law firm in London, advising
on data protection law, and chairs the National Association of Data
Protection Officers.

Jon hopes to bring both his love for Larkin’s poetry and his
experience in running a membership association to the role of
Membership Secretary at The Philip Larkin Society.

Many of you will be hearing from Jon in the future, and he is well
underway in his role as Membership Secretary. 

Reminder: Remembering Anthony
Thwaite, 25/05/2025

A final reminder that on April 25th, 2025, there will be an event to
celebrate and remember Anthony Thwaite. Readers needn't be
reminded of Anthony's life and many accomplishments, but
guests can expect a poetry reading from a new selected poems
volume, At the Garden's Dark Edge (2025) and an introduction from
the editor, Dr. Kevin Gardner. 

The event will begin at 6pm, and will take place at St. James's
Church, Sussex Gardens, London. Copies of At the Garden's Dark
Edge (2025) will be available.

Welcoming our new Honorary Vice-
President, Professor John Haffenden

The Larkin Society its delighted to announce the appointment of its
latest Honorary Vice President, John Haffenden!

Professor Haffenden is a distinguished scholar and writer and
Emeritus Professor of English Literature at the University of
Sheffield. Initially appointed in 1975, he was made reader in 1988
and promoted to a personal chair in 1994. Since 2009 he has been
general editor of the letters of T. S. Eliot. 

 

A great admirer of the work of Philip Larkin, Larkin enthusiasts
will be familiar with his famous interview of Philip Larkin
conducted in 1981 and published in Thwaite (ed) Philip Larkin:
Further Requirements, in 2001, and Haffenden's own collection of
interviews, Viewpoints: Poets in Conversation (1981). 

David Remfrey: 'A Homecoming'

Beverley Arts Gallery's latest exhibition contains more than a nod
towards Philip Larkin. Curated by Dr. Geraldine Mulcahy-Parker,
the exhibition offers a fascinating retrospective of Remfrey's work,
tracking his artistic journey from his formative years in Hull in the
1960s to his international success in New York.

Remfrey studied at Hull College of Art in the 1960s and became
close friends with Jean and George Hartley, who published
Larkin's first major collection of poetry, The Less Deceived (1955).

In 1975 Remfrey approached Philip Larkin and asked him to sit for
him. Larkin refused the invitation in typical fashion: 'I suppose it
is, as I say, flattering, but by now I am above vanity where my face
is concerned. I have to be.'

The exhibition will be between March 29th and June 21st. 

Larkin on stage

Between April 8th-12th 2025, the Old Red Lion Theatre in
London will be putting on 'Almost Instinct Almost True'. The play
is about Philip Larkin, his lover Monica Jones and her adoring
student Tommy.

It transpires whether or not it is true that 'what will survive of us is
love', and what we do when we find out our idols have feet of clay.
Julia Munrow, who played Queen Elizabeth II in the BBC drama
Love Again, now plays Monica Jones. Her friend, Tommy, is played
by Teddy Walker. The pair unite in a bitter comedy about loving
someone who can never love you back. 

Performances run from 7pm, and from 3pm on Saturday, with a
60 minute run time. Tickets are £16, or £14 for concessions.
Early bird tickets are available for £12 until April 1st. Further
information can be found on the Old Red Lion Theatre webpage.

Contact with a contact sheet

In the past week, Graham Chesters and Phil Pullen have unearthed
this beautiful, perhaps previously unseen printed contact sheet.
Depicting Larkin in a spectrum of emotions, Graham and Phil have
put together a hypothesis. It is possible that these photographs
might have been taken around 1964, and could be by Anne James,
the stills photographer for the Monitor film. 

Perhaps one of our members can provide some more information
on these images? It is a curious one!

Like something almost being said...

I spend so much of my time delving into archives, looking at things
like letters, photographs and other artefacts that have been
removed from their original surroundings in time and place.
Sometimes it is good to be able to take them back to where they
came from, or join them up with others located elsewhere with
which they connect. This can be done in several different ways -
taking a copy of a photograph, for example, and finding the exact
place in which it was taken, or following up on a reference within a
letter and being able to contextualise it properly. On rare occasions
we can do this with voices too, and this is where it can be at its
most powerful. 

The Philip Larkin Archive had been an essential resource for
planning the walk I led around Larkin’s Leicester on Saturday,
March 22nd. Here I had found a copy of the typed and illustrated
booklet from the original walk led by Don Lee in 2004, full of
fascinating facts and stories unearthed by Don.  It had originally
belonged to Winifred Dawson nee Arnott, Larkin’s Belfast muse,
and contains her own annotations. From this I had discovered that
Betty Mackereth, Larkin’s secretary and lover, had also been a
member of the walking group in 2004; another example of how the
women in Larkin’s life, became close acquaintances after his death
in ways he could never have imagined. 

The walk retraced the steps of both Philip Larkin and Monica
Jones, and without the letters and other material within
the archives it would have been a poorer experience. As we stood
outside the Old Horse pub on London Road, for example, Philip’s
recollections, sent to Monica soon after leaving Leicester for
Belfast, really resonated: ‘What wouldn’t I give to open that tricky
door on the snooker players & to see familiar faces at the end of the
room,’ he told her. Later, in Dixon Drive, there was another kind of
homecoming moment. 

At present, Jim Orwin and I are working on an edition of Larkin’s
doodles and drawings. Within them are a few astonishing
watercolours, chiefly in letters to Jim Sutton, including a really
beautiful one of a rose garden that I have only recently discovered
was almost certainly painted at 12 Dixon Drive. Bringing it with
me, albeit as a copy, and displaying it as we stood outside the
house, gave it fresh life and a new audience, soon to be expanded
hopefully. 

There were other artefacts too, ones that could now be joined
together. The University Library had kindly put together an
exhibition of some of the Larkin related material contained within
their archive some of it only recently discovered. This included
Larkin’s HR file, which contains his written application for
the assistant librarian post. I happened to have with me a copy of
the handwritten letter from Rhoda Bennett, the University’s first
Librarian, sent to Dr A.H. Marshall, the Deputy Treasurer at
Coventry Corporation requesting a reference for Philip Arthur
Larkin. This had been hidden away, uncatalogued, enclosed in a
letter sent to Philip by his parents. Now it could help to complete
the story. The handwritten letter confirmed Philip’s account, given
in an essay included in Required Writing (1983), that on his arrival
in Leicester in 1946 the Library did not possess a typewriter:
eventually he had bought one for £30 from Leicester Market. 

 

Not only Philip, but Monica - I had brought her with me too, or at
least her voice, contained in a digital recording on my iPad. It was
a copy of a recording made by Philip and Monica on his home tape
recorder in 1961 and featuring her very moving reading of the
poem ‘The Last Quadrille’ by Winthrop Mackworth Praed. As we
crammed into what had been Monica’s office on the 14th floor of
the Attenborough Building, I stood behind where her desk had
once been and pressed ‘play’ to allow her distinctive, haughty voice
to fill the room. So many memories of Monica recollect that voice,
highlighting the glorious theatricality of her lecturing style, and
here it was again in full flood, filing the room where she had once
held so many tutorials. 

Of course Leicester is a place where it seems to be particularly
pertinent to talk about these things. Our visit happened to coincide
with the 15th anniversary of the reinterment of Richard the Third
and that completed journey from car park to pride of place in
Leicester’s lovely cathedral; the place where Monica herself had
worshipped on Sunday mornings. It felt like we had something of
the same process going on here, a case of finding Monica and
helping to re-establish, and perhaps reassess, her reputation a
little.

 

If all of this wasn’t exciting enough, as we left the room, I spied
something on the bookshelves of the member of the English
Department who now occupies this office. It was a copy of the
collected lyrics of one the Society’s newest Honorary Vice
Presidents, Nick Cave. I wonder what Monica might have made of
that!
 

Monica’s reading of ‘One Last Quadrille’ can be found on the Tiny
In All That Air podcast from May 2022 featuring Dr Jane Bluett
and Professor Kelvin Everest, who was our guest speaker for the
Larkin Day in Leicester. 

Philip Pullen
Larkin100 Lead and trustee, The Philip Larkin Society

Jim Orwin, Nine Acoustic Philip
Larkin Songs (Live) (2024)

Jim Orwin, long-standing Philip Larkin Society affiliate and author
of Astonishing the Brickwork: Philip Larkin set to Music (2022),
released an album last year, entitled Nine Acoustic Philip Larkin
Songs (Live) (2024). It is available on Spotify, or can be accessed via
Jim's website. 

The album features nine tracks, each of which provide a beautiful
and balanced musical setting to Philip Larkin's poetry. Several
poems put to music are: 'An April Sunday Brings the Snow', 'Love
Songs in Age', 'This Be the Verse', and 'Love Again'. 

Please take the opportunity to listen to the album, as Jim's work is
not to be missed. For any late-comers to Jim's book, Astonishing
the Brickwork: Philip Larkin set to Music (2022), copies are now
available on our online shop at a discounted price of £15.00. 

Larkin in 25 Objects,
Monica's Spectacles

By all accounts, Monica Jones had a keen, sometimes even unnervi
ng dress sense. One student taught by her in the 1950s recalls that
she wore 'pretty pastel shades when her topic was the Romantics;
severe flowing black when she spoke about tragedy'; she wore
tartan for her Macbeth lecture. Later when she came to live with
Larkin in Hull she cut a striking figure in her flamboyant cape. A
member of the library staff recalls: 'You couldn't miss her bright
colours.' These sunglasses, worn on holidays in Scotland and Sark
are redolent of the 'sophisticated' film-star culture of the 1960s.

Photo by Dennis Low, Text by James Booth

Meet the Members Zoom,
April 17th, 7pm

We will be holding our regular Meet the Members Zoom get
together on Thursday April 17th at 7pm.

For anyone who has not come along to one before, these are
informal chats, that run for about an hour with a handful of
trustees and is open to all PLS members to attend. They are a
chance to talk about upcoming society events, share Larkin related
news and thoughts, and to generally catch up with each other. We
often welcome overseas members too, which is always great.

The Zoom link will be emailed out to members a few days before
the night. Why not pour yourself a G&T or a cuppa and join us?

Podcast News 

Please have a listen to our latest podcast episodes. Guests, in
the last two episodes included David Biespiel and Ralph
Dartford.

David Biespiel joined Lyn in February to bring an American
eye to Larkin. David is a leading name in poetry criticism and
teaching in the United States, and is widely respected as a
writer and academic. He is currently Poet-In-Residence at
Oregon State University and lives in Portland, Oregon. David
talks us through his thoughts about 'I Remember, I
Remember' and 'Talking In Bed', but considers more widely
the nature of poetry, both British and American, and its role in
our lives.

March's guest is Bradford based poet Ralph Dartford.
Ralph works for the National Literacy Trust in prisons across
Yorkshire and takes us on a fast paced journey, looking at 'Mr
Bleaney' and 'The Whitsun Weddings', 'Adlestrop' by Edward
Thomas, poetry in performance, jazz and Britpop and the
legendary figure of...Gareth Southgate. 

If you would like to be a guest or if you would just like to get
involved with any aspect of production, then do email Deputy
Chair Lyn Lockwood at plsdeputychair@gmail.com

Lyn Lockwood
Deputy Chair, The Philip Larkin Society

Click this image to listen to our podcast
 

Merchandise – Spring Offers
 

We have discounted a number of items in the website shop so have
a browse and treat yourself!
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Available in M, L and XL, this unisex t-shirt carries a short quote
from the final stanza of 'High Windows', Originally priced
at £18, now £10

The tote bag, quoting 'The Trees', Originally priced at £10, now
£7

The perfect fridge magnet, to accompany those from trips to
sunny Prestatyn, or perhaps Frinton-on-Sea. Originally priced
at £5, now £3

Drawing on places of significance in Larkin’s life, D J Roberts has
designed these wonderful prints. They are A4 size and were
available at £10 each, or £18 for both, but can now be purchased
for £8, or £12 for both.

Astonishing the Brickwork (2022) by James L. Orwin, a fantastic
catalogue of Larkin works set to music. Originally priced at
£30, now at £15

Worry not! The usual Philip Larkin Society merchandise remains
in stock, and readily available on our online shop. 

Rachael Galletly
Merchandise Officer, The Philip Larkin Society

Alliance of Literary Societies
The PLS is an active member of the Alliance of Literary

Societies which celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. It
represents around 100 UK literary societies of all kinds and

sizes.

Trevor Norwood, our treasurer, is now The Philip Larkin
Society's link to the ALS. 

In other news, the ALS are inviting members from all literary
societies to get involved with their next event, Writing on Their
Stomachs – A Literary Feast. It takes place on Zoom, on April
10th, and begins at 7:30pm. The Philip Larkin Society will be

in attendance, so do pop along!

PLS Membership Offer

For those of our e-newsletter readers who are not already members
of The Philip Larkin Society, this is your chance. We are offering
those who become members between April 1st and June 30th two
2024-25 issues of our wonderful journal About Larkin! We will
also throw in a free download of our 2020 special 25th anniversary
issue (normally £12), which contains over 200 pages of published
articles, including a superb history of the publication and a
summary of the major highlights by Professor James Booth. Click
here to access our membership page. To add to the offer, your
membership extends to July 2026!

This offer applies whether you choose our hard copy option or
digital only option for your main membership status. 

Treat yourself or friends, family or quite frankly anyone to a gift
membership. You can let us know who the lucky recipient is by
dropping an email to plstreasurer@philiplarkin.com. 

You can pay by PayPal or credit card – and don’t forget Gift Aid!
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