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Spring, of all seasons most gratuitous,
Is fold of untaught flower, is race of water
Is earth’s most multiple, excited daughter

We are a month away from meteorological spring, the titular
season of the Larkin poem here quoted, but amidst this awful
weather, it cannot hurt to wish, can it?

This issue contains the usual Tiny In All That Air news, a
merchandise winter sale, an AGM notice, a reflection on our
December 2nd event and much more. 

Our Honorary Vice President, The Rt Hon Alan Johnson was an
invited guest at the funeral of John Prescott which took place on
January 30th, at Hull Minister. Prescott was Member of
Parliament for Kingston upon Hull East from 1970-2010. On the
presence of Larkin's 'Here' on the Order of Service, he comments
'how very appropriate at the funeral of a man who, like Larkin, will
forever be associated with Hull'. For those who missed the
broadcast, it is available on YouTube, where Angela Rayner's
reading of Larkin's 'Here' can also be heard at approximately
2:05:00.

Those who are wishing to attend our Larkin Day in Leicester on
March 22nd, please be aware that the places on the walk have all
sold out. For those who managed to secure a place, we look
forward to welcoming you in Leicester. There will also be a free talk
by Emeritus Professor Kevin Everest entitled 'My Friend Monica'
on the same day, which is to take place at 4pm. It is co-organised
by The Philip Larkin Society and Literary Leicester, and should be
online soon via this link. 

Daniel Vince
E-newsletter editor, The Philip Larkin Society

Notice: The Philip Larkin Society
AGM, June 7th, 2025

The 30th Annual General Meeting of the Philip Larkin Society will
be held on Saturday, June 7th, 2025 at The Hull History
Centre, Worship Street in Hull. Full details of the day’s events will
be sent out to members in the first half of May.
 
This year the Society’s Chair, Graham Chesters, and the General
Secretary, Julian Wild, come to the end of their 5-year term of
office and will retire by rotation. Both Graham and Julian Wild
have indicated a willingness to continue in their current roles and
to stand for re-election at the AGM. As Graham has served as a
trustee for more than 9 years, there will be a rigorous review of his
suitability to remain a trustee in accordance with the Charity
Governance Code.
 
Two other trustees, Carole Collinson and Julian Henry, also come
to the end of their 5-year term as trustees and both have decided
that they will retire and not seek re-election at the AGM. This will
create two vacancies on the Executive Committee to take the
number of trustees back to twelve.
  
Alex Davis, who is currently a co-opted trustee, has also indicated a
desire to stand down at the AGM.
 
We are deeply grateful to Carole, Julian and Alex for their
invaluable contributions as trustees and we very much hope we can
stay in close touch going forward.
 
The trustees are currently considering making an early
appointment of a Membership Secretary (previously advertised) to
take responsibility for the various aspects of membership, a role
very ably carried out by Carole until quite recently. If a
Membership Secretary is appointed, that person would join the
Executive Committee initially as a co-opted trustee.
 
Any member wishing to nominate themselves for election to the
Executive Committee may do so in writing by email to the General
Secretary julian.wild@outlook.com or by letter to Julian Wild, 226
West Ella Road, West Ella, Hull HU10 7RS. It is requested that
such nominations, with a supporting statement and CV, should be
received by March 31st 2025. Should suitable nominations
exceed vacancies, election shall be by ballot at the AGM in
accordance with the Society’s constitution.
 
If any members wish to have further information about the role of
a trustee or the workings of the Executive Committee, they are very
welcome to contact Julian at the email address above.
 
Julian Wild
General Secretary

December 2nd, A Reflection

Every year the PLS holds a members only event on December 2nd
to mark Larkin’s death. These events have taken many different
forms over the years but we always try to find a way to celebrate
his work and to bring members of the society together. This year
we held the event online via Zoom which meant we were able to
welcome members from across the country and from the United
States.

Our special guest was Dave Lee (top left) who is a Hull based film
maker. Dave played the films he has made of three Larkin poems,
each of which narrated is by Sir Tom Courtenay, distinguished
actor (Billy Liar, Dr Zhivago, Little Dorrit and many more), Hull
native and PLS Honorary Vice President. The films feature ‘Here’,
‘Bridge for The Living’ and ‘This Be The Verse’ and are wonderfully
evocative.

Dave talked us through some of the many fascinating stories
around the filming, production and interpretation of the poems. It
was a great evening. If you would like to see the films they are
available on Dave’s YouTube channel.

A recording of the event is now available on the PLS YouTube
channel.

Thank you to Phil and Graham for presenting, thank you to Dave
to being such a fabulous guest, and thank you all the PLS members
who joined us.

Lyn Lockwood
Deputy Chair, The Philip Larkin Society

Larkin in 25 Objects

Larkin took photography seriously. Among his effects in Newland
Park were three cameras, a light meter, a tripod and several lenses.
In his early years in Hull he took responsibility for the annual
Library staff photograph, using a delayed shutter release, so that he
himself could be in the shot. Some of the most familiar
photographs of the poet, gazing into a puddle on the library
building site, standing beside a monument in Spring Bank
cemetery, looking out of a train window at the rain, were taken
under his direction, though other people clicked the shutter. Some
of his photographs could be called experimental: Maeve Brennan
half-hidden behind reeds, the library staff seen in bird's eye view
from his office window.
 
He valued the 'faithful and disappointing' immediacy of
photography in recording everyday life. In 'Lines on a Young Lady's
Photograph Album' he celebrates the way the album preserves 'a
real girl in a real place / In every sense empirically true.' He
described his poetry in similar terms:  'there's not much
to say about my work. When you've read a poem, that's it. It's all
quite clear what it means.' However, as this technological
paraphernalia suggests, there is more conscious artistry than he
cares to admit in his interventions between subject and audience,
in both his photography and his poems.  

Photo by Dennis Low, Text by James Booth

32 Pearson Park, Historic England

32 Pearson Park is a familiar address to us all, and the history of
the property might seem illuminated at all corners. However, the
building holds greater secrets than Larkin's long-term tenancy. 

The property listing on Historic England's website brings light
some lesser known details of Pearson Park. In 1860, Zachariah
Pearson, a Noncomformist ship-owner presented the city of Hull
with a seven acre site, to provide the working-class with 'a place
which they might call their own, for the purpose of health and
recreation'. Pearson Park then opened in 1862, with ten acres of
land on which to build 'villa residences', like those which stand
today. 32 Pearson Park, along with No. 31, was built in 1892-3 for
William Wellstead, a Hull surveyor. Larkin would move into 32
Pearson Park just sixty-three years later.

I have paraphrased the Historic England's history of the property's
history, but the description of the interior might arouse more
interest. For those wishing to observe 32 Pearson Park more
closely, from the comfort of a good armchair, I thoroughly suggest
following this link. 

Podcast News 

Last year ended with a compilation episode that gave another
airing to some of the best bits from the podcast over the years,
but with over forty episodes to choose from it posed impossible
to feature everyone! It was lovely to look back on everything
we have achieved on the podcast and all the fabulous people
that have come along.

In podcast alumni news, we are thrilled that Philip Pullen will
be leading the walk as part of the Leicester day in March, with
Professor Kelvin Everest (who was a guest in May 2022), who
will be speaking about his time teaching with Monica Jones.
Lyn Lockwood and Gavin Hogg will be coming along too.

If you would like to see Chris Sewart performing his first solo
show, then get yourself a ticket for Yarn Bombing at the East
Riding Theatre as part of Stage4Beverley on 15th Feb 2025.
Tickets are available at the Stage4Beverley website. 

The first episode of 2025 features writer Rishi Dastidar. We
talk about poetry publishing, Larkin's letters, Englishness and
more, as well as reading and discussing 'Friday Night In the
Royal Station Hotel' and 'Poetry of Departures'. Rishi also
talks about his latest poetry collection Neptune's Projects
(2023). You can listen for free on Apple, Spotify, via the link
on the PLS website, on our YouTube channel or any where else
you might get your podcasts. If you subscribe you will get
notified when each new episode comes along. We have lots of
great guests lined up for the next few months and if you are
interested in taking part later in the year then please email Lyn
at plsdeputychair@gmail.com.

Another place you can now find Tiny In All That Air is
Substack. If you haven't come across Substack before, it is a
free platform where writers of all kinds publish both fiction
and non-fiction. If you head over to the Tiny page, you can
click on subscribe and can access the podcast episodes and
Lyn's article for that month. And once you've done that, why
not also subscribe to Rosie Millard's The Arts Stack, for more
news from our President? 

Thank you to all our members for supporting the podcast and
taking us into our sixth year! Watch out for a full reading of
The Less Deceived later in the year to celebrate 70 years since
its publication in 1955. 

Lyn Lockwood
Deputy Chair, The Philip Larkin Society

Click this image to listen to our podcast
 

Merchandise – Winter Sale

During this cold snap, why not ‘snap up’ a bargain? We have
discounted a number of items in the website shop so have a browse
and treat yourself!

Available in M, L and XL, this unisex t-shirt carries a short quote
from the final stanza of 'High Windows', Originally priced
at £18, now £10

The tote bag, quoting 'The Trees', Originally priced at £10, now
£7

The perfect fridge magnet, to accompany those from trips to
sunny Prestatyn, or perhaps Frinton-on-Sea. Originally priced
at £5, now £3

Drawing on places of significance in Larkin’s life, D J Roberts has
designed these wonderful prints. They are A4 size and were
available at £10 each, or £18 for both, but can now be purchased
for £8, or £12 for both.

We have a wonderful new addition to our merchandise – a Lino
print, depicting Larkin's hand holding the wicker rabbit that
featured in a number of his photographs. 'Bun' or 'Dearest Bun'
was the phrase Larkin often used when writing to his lover, Monica
Jones.

This design was made by our multi-talented Deputy-Chair and host
of Tiny In All That Air, Lyn Lockwood. £5

Astonishing the Brickwork (2022) by James L. Orwin, a fantastic
catalogue of Larkin works set to music. Originally priced at
£30, now at £15

Larkin Photo Postcards – pack of 4 designs. Originally priced at £3,
now £1.50

Stock up for next Christmas with our lovely new Larkin Christmas
cards! Every order will receive 4 A5 sized cards, with envelopes,
and two of each design. The cards are left blank inside for your own
personal message.

Photography by Paul Vallance. Paul moved to Hull in 2019 and
enjoys making surrealist collages and taking photographs of people
he encounters on the streets of the city. Originally priced at £7,
now £5

Worry not! The usual Philip Larkin Society merchandise remains
in stock, and readily available on our online shop. 

Rachael Galletly
Merchandise Officer, The Philip Larkin Society

Alliance of Literary Societies
The PLS is an active member of the Alliance of Literary

Societies which celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. It
represents around 100 UK literary societies of all kinds and

sizes.

PLS Membership Offer

For those of our e-newsletter readers who are not already members
of the Philip Larkin Society, this is your chance. The membership
year runs from July 1st to June 30th. If you join now, you will
receive free digital copies of our October 2023 and April 2024
issues of our wonderful twice-yearly journal, About Larkin. We will
also throw in a free download of our 2020 special 25th anniversary
issue (normally £12), which contains over 200 pages of published
articles, including a superb history of the publication and a
summary of the major highlights by Professor James Booth.

This offer applies whether you choose our hard copy option or
digital only option for your main membership status. Depending
on your choice, you’ll receive hard copy or digital issues of About
Larkin for October 2024 and April 2025. Simply go to the shop
and buy the membership level you would prefer.

Treat yourself or friends, family or quite frankly anyone to a gift
membership. You can let us know who the lucky recipient is by
dropping an email to plstreasurer@philiplarkin.com. 

You can pay by PayPal or credit card – and don’t forget Gift Aid!
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