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Swerving east, from rich industrial shadows
 And traffic all night north; swerving through fields

 Too thin and thistled to be called meadows,
And now and then a harsh-named halt, that shields

Workmen at dawn; swerving to solitude
Of skies and scarecrows, haystacks, hares and pheasants,

And the widening river's slow presence,
The piled gold clouds, the shining gull-marked mud 

It is an odd-numbered month, which means that the next issue of
The Philip Larkin Society newsletter should arrive... and, it is here!
This issue contains the usual Tiny In All That Air news,
a merchandise offer, notice of several Larkin-based events and
some Brynmor Jones Library news. 

In other news, we are still offering members who join the Larkin
Society between April 1st and June 30th two 2024-25 issues of our
fabulous journal About Larkin, and an extension of your
membership until July 2026! Plus, joiners will also receive a free
download of our Special Anniversary issue with two hundred pages
of articles. Click here to access our membership page. 

Save the date! The 2025 PLS AGM will take place at the Hull
History Centre on Saturday June 7th. Details have been
distributed, but they are repeated in this newsletter.

Finally, I would like to pass on my thanks to the editor of About
Larkin, Clarissa Hard, for yet another thoughtful, beautiful, and
comprehensive issue. Our thanks extend to each member, trustee
or enthusiast who contributed. 

Daniel Vince
E-newsletter editor, The Philip Larkin Society

'A Lifted Study-Storehouse': Philip
Larkin and the Brynmor Jones

Library

By day, a lifted study-storehouse; night  
Converts it to a flattened cube of light.  

Whichever’s shown, the symbol is the same:  
Knowledge; a University; a name.

Dr. Anna Stevenson, Customer Experience Advisor at the Brynmor
Jones Library, has published a new post on the BJL's blog
announcing the recent updates to the Larkin collection in the
Librarian's Office. The blog post can be found via this link. 

Dr. Stevenson has also requested that the Library website be
updated to grant Larkin tours of the Brynmor Jones more
exposure, and so now visitors can book a tour via a dedicated form.
All relevant information can be accessed via this link. 

This is wonderful news, and Dr. Stevenson's blog post brings
together a celebration of Larkin's vivid career as librarian, and
makes clear the positive impact that he had on the University of
Hull. The text is accompanied by numerous photographs of Larkin
and the objects contained in his office. Photographs are all well and
good, but do consider booking a tour of the Library to see for
yourself. It is a magical space.

The Philip Larkin Society Conference
2026 – March 19th-20th –

Save the Date
We are very pleased to have booked the University of Hull once
again for our next PLS conference. It is to take place on 19-20th
March 2026. Registration to attend will be posted on Eventbrite
later in 2025 and we will be sending out an official call for papers
in the autumn.

The focus of the conference will be 80 years since the publication
of Philip Larkin's first novel, Jill (1946), so we hope to feature talks
on Larkin's prose and journalism, alongside his poetry. We are
planning to bring music and drama once again, and to host two
days filled with all things Larkin.

The responses from last year's conference were overwhelmingly
positive and so we look forward to seeing many of you again next
year either as speakers or guests.

Finally, we are delighted to be able to confirm poet and novelist
Ros Barber as our first keynote speaker. Ros is Director of
Research at the Shakespearean Authorship Trust and was a winner
of the Desmond Elliott Prize for her novel The Marlowe Papers
(2012). Her wonderful and witty poetry has featured on many
school syllabi ('Material', 'How to Leave a World That Worships
Should') and features in the Faber Poems of the Decade (2012)
anthology. She is a great ambassador for the importance of poetry,
as well as being a huge Larkin fan. If you would like to learn more
about Ros, you can hear her talking to PLS member Joe Riley here:

Larkin's Postcode: HU5

To celebrate the birthday of Hull's most famous librarian join us as
Professor Graham Chesters, Chair of the Philip Larkin Society,
gives an illustrated talk about the area in which Larkin lived and
worked*. The event will begin on Saturday August 9th at 19:30
and is expected to end at 21:00. Tickets are £7.21 and can be
purchased via this link.

St Ninian's and St Andrew's Church on Chanterlands Avenue,
HU5 (aka 'The Church on Chants') has been a familiar landmark in
Hull's famous Avenues area for decades. Among the many well
known residents of the HU5 postcode to have walked past it was
the bespectacled librarian-poet Philip Larkin - come and learn
about the world that he lived in then, and how it played its part in
Larkin's creative process.

Graham Chesters, as many of you will know, is Emeritus Professor
of French at the University of Hull, during his career he also served
as Pro Vice-Chancellor and Chair of the Library Committee - he
was part of the team that worked on the City of Culture bid, and
worked on the development of the Freedom festival.

Graham has also served on the boards of The Deep the James
Reckitt Library Trust and in 2019 was made an Honorary Burgess
of the city of Hull. Crucially: he lives in HU5.

*Larkin 'worked' at the University library, in next door HU6, he
wrote at home in HU5. He didn't consider writing 'work', though,
and would doubtless complain about any suggestion that he
worked in HU5!

Revd Dr Simon Cross
Minister of the Hull Area Team

The 2025 Philip Larkin Society AGM, 
The Hull History Centre, June 7th

The 30th Annual General Meeting of the Philip Larkin Society will
take place at The Hull History Centre (HHC), Worship
Street, Hull HU2 8BG (telephone 01482 317500) on
Saturday, June 7th 2025 at 12 noon. 

For those who would like to attend, or are curious about our 2025
AGM (the 30th Annual General Meeting of The Philip Larkin
Society), the details are outlined below. There is a full day of
events, as previously outlined by our Chair, Professor Graham
Chesters:

The day will begin with a brisk – and flat – morning walk.

10am:  Members – and accompanying person - are invited to
gather at the Larkin Statue on Paragon Station (Hull Interchange)
for a city centre walk, looking at Larkin's Hull, led by Graham
Chesters and Philip Pullen.

11.30am: Tea and coffee at HHC.  

12pm: AGM. All members are kindly requested to attend
the AGM. Non-members will be welcome too, but will not be able
to participate or vote on any proposals. 

1pm: Light lunch for members. Accompanying persons will be
welcome too but it would be helpful to know numbers for catering
purposes. Vegan/vegetarian dishes will be available, but we would
appreciate notice of allergies to plsdeputychair@gmail.com.
During the lunch break, there will be a chance to browse the
merchandise stall, which will feature items not currently available
on the website. 

2pm: There will be a bookable public performance of a new play
by Rita Ippolit, Almost Instinct Almost True. The play comes
directly from London where it was performed at the Red Lion
Theatre to excellent reviews. The play lasts for less than an hour
and will be followed by a Q&A session led by PLS President, Rosie
Millard, and involving the two actors, Julia Munrow (Monica
Jones) and Teddy Walker (an admiring student). Tickets costs £10,
so that we cover expenses incurred. You can book via
Eventbrite through this link. The History Centre does not have
a theatre, but the performance will take place in the largest
meeting room (capacity 80).

3.30pm: Close of proceedings.

For anyone staying over in Hull, there will be an informal
dinner/drinks/more Larkin conversation in the evening at the
characterful, waterfront Minerva Pub, Nelson Street, Hull
HU1 1 XE. Deputy Chair, Lyn Lockwood, can provide more details
at the AGM.

The History Centre has a car park with 51 spaces (4 disabled), but
charges apply (up to 4 hours, £3.60). There are several other car
parks on the Hull City Council website.

We have had a number of acceptances and would be pleased if as
many members as possible could attend. If you have not already
indicated your attendance, it would be helpful if you could email
me at julian.wild@outlook.com. This will help the organisation of
the day.

Julian Wild
General Secretary, The Philip Larkin Society

Philip Larkin: Masterspy
September 19th, 7pm

We are pleased to announce that yet another performance
featuring Larkin is coming to Hull. Entitled 'Philip Larkin:
Masterspy', it is to take place on September 19th at 7pm, at
the University of Hull. 

Written by Mark Griffiths, directed by Ross Kelly and starring
Daniel Thackeray and Carly Tarett. Tasked by Margaret Thatcher
with carrying out an audacious piece of international espionage
could alter the course of the Cold War, poet Philip Larkin must
steal a top secret document from the handbag of Soviet premier
Mikhail Gorbachev's wife, Raisa. But can the Hermit of Hull –
ageing, infirm and almost pathologically grumpy – really turn
James Bond and complete his dangerous mission? 

It is sure to be a fantastic performance, and one that should not be
missed. Booking information is not yet available, but will be posted
at this address – when, we cannot yet say.

Readers might also wish to see 'Philip Larkin: Masterspy' at other
venues. The tour dates are included here:

Friday September 19th, 7pm - Hull, The University

Saturday September 20th, 4pm - Oldham, Billington's

Thursday September 25th, 7.30pm - Preston, New Continental

Tuesday September 30th, 7.30pm - Liverpool, VideOdyssey

Tuesday October 4th, 8.30pm - London, The Space

Tuesday-Saturday October 15th-18th, 7.30pm - Manchester, The
Seven Oaks

Saturday October 18th, 2.30pm - Manchester, The Seven Oaks

Larkin in 25 Objects, Larkin's trunk

One end of this substantial ribbed and riveted trunk bears a glued
label reading: 'BELFAST Passenger's luggage in advance'. But,
judging by the remnants of other glued labels, it had seen service
during Larkin's student days before it was put to service
transferring his effects across the Irish Sea in October 1950 – and
then back again five years later. The bold label glued on the top
reads:

LARKIN
HOLTBY HALL.
COTTINGHAM

E. YORKS.

This University-owned house was Larkin's first perching point in
Hull in 1955. Later, when he was living in his high-windowed flat
he graduated to a smart leather-framed address tag attached by a
strap to the left front clasp. It reads: 'Larkin 32 Pearson Park Hull'.
Perhaps this stylish piece of luggage-furniture dates from his
sojourn in Oxford during his work on the Oxford Book of Twentieth-
Century English Verse in 1970-1.

Photo by Dennis Low, Text by James Booth

Meet the Members Zoom,
April 17th – Thank You

Thank you to all the members who came to our Zoom meeting. It
was a lovely conversation, reflecting on how we see ourselves
(fans? obsessives? Larkinophiles?) and pondering what new
merchandise we would like to see for sale.

We had two members join us from the US and they talked to us
about their stateside engagement with the PLS and put in a bid for
a future AGM to be held in America - we would certainly love to do
that! Watch out for another Meet the Members Zoom later in the
year and please come and join us.

Podcast News 

April's episode features photographer Ian Kerry and was
recorded with Lyn in situ, sitting in the shadow of the Humber
Bridge. This episode marks a gentle exploration of the
fascinating East Yorkshire geography and its significance to
Larkin's writing. 

Lyn is now working on August's special birthday podcast
which is a full reading of The Less Deceived to celebrate 70
years since its publication. A range of voices have already
contributed, including PLS members and Hull residents. There
will also be some surprises in store with some very special
guests readings.

If you would like to be a guest or if you would just like to get
involved with any aspect of production, then do email Deputy
Chair Lyn Lockwood at plsdeputychair@gmail.com.

Lyn Lockwood
Deputy Chair, The Philip Larkin Society

Click this image to listen to our podcast
 

Merchandise – Extended Spring
Offers

 
We have discounted a number of items in the website shop so have
a browse and treat yourself!

Available in M, L and XL, this unisex t-shirt carries a short quote
from the final stanza of 'High Windows', Originally priced
at £18, now £10

The tote bag, quoting 'The Trees', Originally priced at £10, now
£7

The perfect fridge magnet, to accompany those from trips to
sunny Prestatyn, or perhaps Frinton-on-Sea. Originally priced
at £5, now £3

Drawing on places of significance in Larkin’s life, D J Roberts has
designed these wonderful prints. They are A4 size and were
available at £10 each, or £18 for both, but can now be purchased
for £8, or £12 for both.
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Astonishing the Brickwork (2022) by James L. Orwin, a fantastic
catalogue of Larkin works set to music. Originally priced at
£30, now at £15

Larkin photo postcards – pack of 4 designs. Was £3 now £1.50.

Worry not! The usual Philip Larkin Society merchandise remains
in stock and readily available on our online shop. 

Rachael Galletly
Merchandise Officer, The Philip Larkin Society

Alliance of Literary Societies
The PLS is an active member of the Alliance of Literary

Societies which celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. It
represents around 100 UK literary societies of all kinds and

sizes.

Trevor Norwood, our treasurer, is now The Philip Larkin
Society's link to the ALS. 

PLS Membership Offer

For those of our e-newsletter readers who are not already members
of The Philip Larkin Society, this is your chance. We are offering
those who become members between April 1st and June 30th two
2024-25 issues of our wonderful journal About Larkin! We will
also throw in a free download of our 2020 special 25th anniversary
issue (normally £12), which contains over 200 pages of published
articles, including a superb history of the publication and a
summary of the major highlights by Professor James Booth. Click
here to access our membership page. To add to the offer, your
membership extends to July 2026!

This offer applies whether you choose our hard copy option or
digital only option for your main membership status. 

Treat yourself or friends, family or quite frankly anyone to a gift
membership. You can let us know who the lucky recipient is by
dropping an email to plstreasurer@philiplarkin.com. 

You can pay by PayPal or credit card – and don’t forget Gift Aid!
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