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The air deals blows: surely too hard, too often?
No: it is bent on bringing summer down.
Dead leaves desert in thousands, outwards, upwards,
Numerous as birds; but the birds fly away,

And the blows sound on, like distant collapsing water,
Or empty hospitals falling room by room
Down in the west, perhaps, where the angry light is.
Then rain starts; the year grows suddenly slack.
 

Welcome to the September 2025 Philip Larkin Society newsletter.
In this issue, please find reminders about several events, another
Larkin object, a scholarly dive into an enveloped relationship, and
more. 

Please note that the call for papers for the 2026 Philip Larkin
Society Conference is now out. For those who would like to
attend, either as a presenter or on a more casual basis, but have not
yet signed up, further details are included below.

Daniel Vince
E-newsletter editor, The Philip Larkin Society

Meet the Members Zoom, October
20th, 7pm

On Monday, October 20th we will be hosting another Meet the
Members Zoom call. A link will be circulated in due course.

Pull up a chair, pour out some port, pick out a poem. We look
forward to seeing you there!

December 6th – Members-only
commemoration event

On Saturday December 6th, The Philip Larkin Society will be
hosting a commemorative event at the Brynmor Jones Library,
University of Hull. This will be a hybrid event, so for those that are
unable to attend, a link to attend from home will be provided.

Commemorating the anniversary of Larkin's death, though a few
days after the date, guests can expect a talk by poet and critic
Jeremy Wikeley on The Less Deceived and a Q&A session to
follow. It will be a treat.

As details are being finalised, there is little to reveal at present, but
do expect to hear more in due course.

The 2026 Philip Larkin Society
Conference – Registration

Registration for the 2026 Philip Larkin Society conference will be
open from October 1st, and we have an early bird deal!

As previous emails and newsletters have indicated, the conference
is to take place at the University of Hull on March 19-20th
2026. We are taking the 80 year anniversary of the publication of
Larkin's first novel Jill (1946) as our starting point this year,
alongside exploration of Larkin's poetry and wider prose writing
(as well as the work of his contemporaries).

Get ready to dive into two days of insightful discussions, engaging
sessions, and a chance to connect with fellow enthusiasts. We are
building on the success of our last two conferences, so we hope to
bring you something very special once more.

We are delighted to announce that our keynote speakers are Ros
Barber (The Marlowe Papers) and Andrew Swarbrick (Out Of
Reach: The Poetry of Philip Larkin). Guest speakers also include
poet Ralph Dartford (House Anthems), Clarissa Hard (PLS Trustee
and editor of About Larkin), Geoff Weston (writer and former
colleague of Larkin at the University of Hull), Dean Wilson
('second best poet in Withernsea'), Chris Sewart (Staged4Beverley
Poet in Residence), and PLS President Rosie Millard (arts
journalist and presenter). However, the programme is still in its
early stages so please check back for updates.

Early bird registration will be set at £45, and will increase to £55
when we have confirmed the full programme in January 2026.
Check the Eventbrite page on October 1st to access this deal. 

An Enveloped Relationship

Among the many traces of Philip Larkin’s life preserved in the
archives, the envelopes that once carried letters to him might seem
like the least significant. After all, envelopes are usually
discarded, their sole purpose being to protect what lies inside while
in transit. Perhaps there is a personality clue there though. Larkin
usually kept them, particular those received from loved ones,
carefully filed away with their contents intact, but also at some
intermediary period carried them around on his person and
pressed them into service as a medium for note-taking or doodling.
In doing so he revealed a great deal about his attitude towards
letters as physical objects, and about the social world that reached
him daily through the post.

The best examples can be found in letters to his mother Eva, the
longest serving and most frequent of his correspondents. Many of
the envelopes preserved in the archives contain annotations and
drawings made by Larkin. These range from shopping lists, some
of which have an almost poetic rhythm to them  (‘suit, Bilk, Milk,
haircut, watch’, being one of my favourites), addresses, library
catalogue references, train connection times, numerical
calculations and the odd doodle or two. Some are very prosaic
(‘Don’t forget bread’) others extremely esoteric, such as a
repurposed and personalised  quotation from the Latin verses
of  the 15th century poet, John Gower - ‘Larkin et in medio, non
menior putat’ (roughly translated as ‘Larkin, even in the middle,
does not think himself senior’).  Some are biblical - ‘‘He giveth his
beloved sleep. Forever with the Lord.’ (from Psalm 127), and
intriguingly there are some genuinely poetic lines too, which don’t
seem to have found their way into his poetry notebooks or
completed poems. For example, on the back of an envelope from
Eva dated 30th March 1955 we find the following:
 

'O bright main lines, with all your signals down,
Joining desires!

Metals run
Rusty or burnished in the sun'

A look at the correspondence around that time suggests that Larkin
may have written them either during or immediately after a train
journey to a library conference in Leeds, a few weeks after starting
his new job as Hull University’s Librarian. Some nine years later,
another train journey would evoke slightly similar imagery which
in this case would find its way into a completed poem. Walking to
the end of the platform of a Sheffield railway station the poet
sees: ‘….the ranged / Joining and parting lines reflect a strong
/ Unhindered moon.’ (Dockery and Son)

Another annotated envelope, postmarked 15 April 1961 contains
more definite clues to Larkin’s exact whereabouts at the time of
writing. It contains a letter from Eva and is addressed to Fielden
House Hospital in London, where Larkin was undergoing tests
after his strange collapse at a Library Committee meeting five
weeks earlier. Here we see captured the remnants of a timeline of
events on that very day. It’s 10.30 in the morning and Larkin
explains his non-availability to his anticipated visitor, Monica
Jones. He has ‘Gone for Tests’. Monica writes in reply that she is,
’Waiting in lounge below’. It proved to be a long wait. ‘Judy
[Egerton] and I waited till 12, we were told you would be a bit
longer.’ She decides to return in the afternoon, while Judy takes
away a pair of his pyjamas, presumably for the wash. Too much
information perhaps, but, nonetheless, a fascinating glimpse into
the detail of a well-documented episode  in Larkin’s life.

The envelope is effectively a double object: outward-facing, it bears
the handwriting of the sender, the place of posting, the date-stamp
of the journey, and the annotations of its recipient; inward-facing,
it protects the words meant for the recipient’s eyes only. In the case
of his mother, Larkin felt that it was ‘safe’ to leave her letters lying
around and always within reach: not the case, say, with letters
received from Winifred Arnott, or Patsy Strang.

There is also something telling about Larkin’s reluctance to throw
things away. His entire archive reveals a tendency to hoard things:
books, photographs, jazz records, library catalogues, and letters
complete with their envelopes. It reflects  his awareness that
meaning clings to objects. An envelope in his mother’s hand is not
just paper but a relic of a relationship. Like a photograph or a
keepsake, it is a token of presence, of continuity. When Larkin
saved his mother’s envelopes, he preserved not just her words but
the tangible evidence of connection across time and distance. For a
person, and a poet, who prized the ordinary detail of daily life, such
survivals undoubtedly maintained a quiet, unconscious resonance.

Philip Pullen
Trustee, The Philip Larkin Society

Ted Tarling (1938-2004): a dip into
the Archives

The Hull History Centre holds wonderfully rich archives on Larkin
and has stewardship of the Larkin Society’s Larkinalia (artefacts
recovered from 105 Newland Park after the death of Monica
Jones). It also has collections related to Larkin on cultural figures
prominent in the City. The Jean Hartley papers are an excellent
example. Another is the archive on Edwin (Ted) Tarling. Tarling
doesn’t have the closeness to Larkin that Jean had but he is a
fascinating character whose path crossed Larkin’s on several
occasions. And this is not surprising, given their common interests.
The History Centre catalogue reads: ‘Tarling was a musician, artist
and publisher… He was probably best known for his participation
in the Hull Jazz scene, playing the clarinet…He founded the Sonus
Press which published a literary magazine Wave which included
poems by Larkin, Joan Barton and Anne Stevenson… Ted also
painted.’ Larkin was given two paintings by Tarling in the 1980s
which he cherished as examples of a ‘meticulous melancholy’.

Larkin advised him and helped materially to secure a grant from
the Arts Council that allowed him to operate (literally) the Sonus
Press (its publications were hand set, printed and published by
Tarling himself). And, of course, they were both part of the Hull
Jazz scene. 
 
There’s more to explore on Tarling and Larkin. For the moment,
here is a light-hearted but heartfelt piece on the hazards of being a
‘jobbing’ musician.

I’m grateful to Ron Burnett, another prominent jazz player in Hull,
for making this available via the Hull History Centre.

Graham Chesters
Chair, The Philip Larkin Society

Stage 4 Beverley, Chris Sewart

A familiar face, poet Chris Sewart, will be the official poet for the
Stage 4 Beverley Winter Festival. This has been made possible by
the support of The Philip Larkin Society. On the subject, Chris
writes:

‘In the weeks leading up to the festival I will be writing a trio of
new poems that take inspiration from my observations of previous
festivals, and that also reflect on the forthcoming festival. With
such past headliners as Eliza Carthy and Roger McGough, and
future headliners Simon Armitage and Jacqui Dankworth – plus all
the other fantastic acts lined up – there will be no shortage of
material.

I love being part of the festival and I am really looking forward to
being Festival Poet. I’m so pleased that The Philip Larkin Society
have supported the role, and that this continues my association
with them that started back in 2019 when I won the East Riding
Festival of Words poetry prize sponsored by the society. So, when
this opportunity arose I gave – in the words of Philip Larkin in his
poem, ‘For Sidney Bechet’ –  ‘An enormous yes!’.’

For further information, please click this link. Chris's poems will be
appearing on the Stage 4 Beverley website and social media
accounts as the festival approaches. It will take place from Sunday
8th February to Sunday 15th.

Reminder: ArtLink Hull, Saturday
October 11th

Join Lyn Lockwood and poet Dr. Jane Bluett for a walk around the
Avenues and Pearson Park. The walk will be followed by a creative
writing afternoon at ArtLink Hull. The event is set to commence
at 10am, and to end at 4pm. 

There are some tickets still available. Further information, and
booking, can be found on this Eventbrite page.

Reminder, Philip Larkin: Masterspy

Members might be interested in this lighthearted imagining of an
improbable episode from Larkin’s life. Entitled 'Philip Larkin:
Masterspy', several dates have now passed. However, the show
does go on! 

Written by Mark Griffiths, directed by Ross Kelly and starring
Daniel Thackeray and Carly Tarett. Tasked by Margaret Thatcher
with carrying out an audacious piece of international espionage
which could alter the course of the Cold War, poet Philip Larkin
must steal a top secret document from the handbag of Soviet
premier Mikhail Gorbachev's wife, Raisa. But can the Hermit of
Hull – ageing, infirm and almost pathologically grumpy – really
turn James Bond and complete his dangerous mission? 

It is sure to be a fantastic performance, and one that should not be
missed.

The remaining tour dates are included here:

Saturday 4th October, 8.30pm - The Space, Isle of Dogs, London

Wednesday 15th - Friday 17th October, 7.30pm - The Seven Oaks,
Manchester

Saturday 18th October, 2.30pm & 7.30pm - The Seven Oaks,
Manchester

Larkin in 25 Objects, 
Newland Park letter-writing paper

Writing on his familiar 32 Pearson Park notepaper in February
1974, Larkin told Judy Egerton about the property he had just
bought: 'an utterly undistinguished little modern house in
Newland Park (Plus ça change, plus c'est la même parc). I can't say
it's the kind of dwelling that is eloquent of the nobility of the
human spirit. It has a huge garden – not a lovely wilderness
(though it soon will be) – a long strip between wire fences – oh god
oh god! […] So Larkin's Pearson Park Period ends, & his Newland
Park Period commences.'

Shortly afterwards, in April, the cruellest month, he began his
'final' poem, 'Aubade'.

Photo by Dennis Low, Text by James Booth

Podcast News 

Released in August, the most recent episode of Tiny In All
That Air features Daniel Seifert. Daniel is a journalist and
editor who has written for the New York Times, National
Geographic and BBC. His poems have appeared in Poetry
Wales, Rattle and Terrain. He lives in Singapore, and
tweets @DanSeifwrites. 

Daniel and Lyn cover two rarely discussed poems: 'Days' and
'Two Guitar Pieces'. Daniel brings a fresh perspective on
Larkin, and as a self-professed 'life-long poetry hater', it was
Larkin who changed his perspective.

If you would like to be a guest on our podcast, or if you would
just like to get involved with any aspect of production, then do
email Lyn Lockwood at plsdeputychair@gmail.com.

Lyn Lockwood
Deputy Chair, The Philip Larkin Society

Click this image to listen to our podcast
 

Publications and Merchandise
 

‘And now Christmas is coming again, as if we hadn’t enough to put
up with.’ Is it too early to start your Christmas shopping yet?!

Christmas cards, 4 per packet £3.00

Snowy Newland Park, 5 cards per packet £3.00
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Larkin statue at Christmas, 5 per packet £5.00

At the Garden's Dark Edge: Selected Poems by Anthony Thwaite
(2024) £12.50

The Philip Larkin I Knew by Maeve Brennan (2002), £15.00

A Mighty Splash!: The Story of the Victoria Avenue Fountain
Kingston upon Hull (2024), £13.00

Astonishing the Brickwork: Philip Larkin Set to Music by James L.
Orwin (2022), £15.00

Worry not! The usual Philip Larkin Society merchandise remains
in stock and readily available on our online shop. 

Rachael Galletly
Merchandise Officer, The Philip Larkin Society

Alliance of Literary Societies
The PLS is an active member of the Alliance of Literary

Societies which celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. It
represents around 100 UK literary societies of all kinds and

sizes.

Trevor Norwood, our treasurer, is now The Philip Larkin
Society's link to the ALS. 

PLS Membership

Thanks to all of you who have already renewed your membership -
it is really appreciated. But I would also urge anyone who has not
yet paid for the current year (2025-26) to do so as soon as possible
- and remember that (if you are eligible) donating through GiftAid
allows the Society to claim an extra 25p in every pound. All the
details are available at https://philiplarkin.com/membership/ but
members can also direct any enquiries to our Membership
Secretary at jonbaines@protonmail.com.
 
You can also treat friends, family or quite frankly anyone to a gift
membership. You can let us know who the lucky recipient is,
providing their name, address and email address by dropping an
email to plstreasurer@philiplarkin.com. 

You can pay by PayPal or credit card – and don’t forget Gift Aid!
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